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I, Ronald Georze wilt: aw of perby in tho state of Tasrania, forverly 
TX2146 jieuterant Hen .lil george Tilliaus of 2/40 gust. Infantry Battalion, 
make oath an? say;- 


I vas first vo’sen prisoner in Timor on 23 February 1942. In 
September 19)2 x cus taien with a nunber of ,usiralians to Java. je 
| left Java for Singapore ou lst January 19/3 and vent to Changi shere 
' we remained unti:. 2ict January, 1345. 


Trou Changi we entrained on 21 Junuaery 1943 and arrived at 

Bengpong, “hailacd, on 25 :anuavy 1943. ‘The trein trip was very bod. 
“e were put ints. eithe:: castle tricks or rice trucks in small steel 
compartients, itite which over 30 men wore crowded. The heat was terrific 
@uring tho day and it was freczin,, cole at midnight. There was not 
sufficient root for tiv: mon to lin comm. The food was supplied on the 

«| railway scatior, and was: not particularly bad. fe hac.a lot of malaria 
on the trip bu’: robody dicd,. 


From Bangpon:,, ‘ve went by «ruck to Taso, up the rivor. Yo 
stayed thore cvornizht «and on the tollewing vornin, left for a place 
later callod *fintox, whore wo arrived on 27 Jonuary 1943. ‘ve arrived 
at about five o'clock ia the evcnin;. Up a nerroy road the Japenese 
pointed to tha jun;le itacif ond suid, There is your camp.* ‘fe then 
had to Go to work to hem « cump site out cf the junglo; we had to get 
off the road because o.° the traffic, The following dcy ve reccived somo 
tents, Foote was very, voryy poor at this sta.c. “Ye hud nore or less 
plain rice ‘or the two moiths we wore shore, ‘‘e were joined by a large 
Dutch party who kad a ..ot of cases of cysentery; thoy had about four or 
five deathe before we 1oft but we cid rot have eny although soe of our 
party contracted the diszasc, wo vere still huving trouble with malaria 
end Genera’. malautrition and beri beri, Up to this time we had found 
out how to treattho, ieel ulcers and wo hid then under coutrol. st this 
camp we were first czp,loycd in clecning « large area in which to build 
& calzp, and thon we did repair work on sie jrnyle roads, The hours of 
worl: were from eight oftclock in the morning until six o'clock at night, 
ve had sows sick men who were taken oul to work every duye Sore men had 
to go out to work bezrefoctcd because the,’ aad no boots. Our clothes vere 
practically worn out, Js'ter we had built the camp the justraljans were 
in tents but tho Dutch wore left out in the open with no accomodation 
whatsoever, 
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our next camp was at Kinsiok, where wo came under the coimand 
of Tunaka. “oe murched 17 kilometres and crrived there on 18 mmrch 1943, 
and loft with a perty of 230 cn 1 April 1943, ‘The food was a litzle 
better, as wo received a emall quantity of dried fish; wt it ras still 
absolutely inadequute and tae nen continued to Go downhill in health 
meinly through malnutrftion; they vere becoming weoker und weuker evory 
day, Tle cccormcdation with which we wore provided had forierly been a 
Dutch dysentery hespital, ond there wero faecos all ovor the floor, There 
werc some minor beatings in the cump. “e went out to work on the railway 
line and it wes here that we first came into contact with the Japuneso 
engineers, wor we nicknumed the "Black Crows’. JI wont out on to the reil- 
way lines and tried to talk to the Japanese officor with a vier to 
shortening, the hours of work and allowing sick nen to rest as vell as to 
provide them with at least half-on-l.our for lunch as they were getting 
only 10 or 20 minutes, but for that I received a decont sort of bushing 
frou the Japanese officer. sick men vere forccd to work on the railway 
line. t.e reply I rocetved from tle Japanese wos, “hen the Japanese 
soldiors are sick they cust work, so your nen will work and also you will 
work, J refused to work and told hin that I was there to look after tho 
mon and not to work, and for that I was beuten with a walking cune. The 
Japanese vero standing on the railvay aiubankment throuhout tho duy 
throwing pieces of rock and dirt at the nen if they so iuch as struightened 
their backs; they were also hit over the head with bamboo eticks, fe 
did not nove any deaths, j}*dical supplies were very, very limited and 
elothin, likewise wus short, as wo hud hud no extra clothing given to use 
our doctors and medical ser_eant hed the tropical ulcers under control 
but we hod some very bad beri beri causes anc perhaps ter of our 16en who 
were join; blind were evacucted down the line to the hospital. it that 
tine there verc 376 x0n in our party. 


Fro: Kinsiok J went with 230 men to cleur another picce of jungle 
at Kinsiok yo, 1 Jungle Camp, 10 kiloretros dowm the river. {oe left on 20 
July 1943. Tho food was at all times very scarce and the ren were still 
Going downhill from maluutrition. .J.ccormocation was ubsolutely appalling; 
we had 20 and 22 nen in ¢ tent, which looked very 1uch, {en were vorking 
from seven o'clock in the mernans until 9 v!lcleck: at ni-ht,; when they 
roturned to cump, enceuvourins to eat their food in the dark cond going to 
these tents which were absolutely Lpossible to sleep in owing to the 
weather. <¢ hud a great doal of sickness ond dozens of sick ien were 
being; forced out to work o1 the railway lire cuch day. T.oy were beaten 
if they conld not work. The men in charge of thct camp wus a Japanose 
namec Hori Gunso, who is now dead, The Coriander of the camp wae still 
Tanoka, who wus really resroncible for our treatront. jo hud our first 
cholera cases there in July 1943. Zisht .ustralieue aied fron dysentery, 
wMlaria and choicra. fe hud beon joincd ut this curp by « perty of 500 
DYlisimen., tp 4111 their arrival we head had no dyscntery in the carp 
but unfortunately they brought it with ther, and it becane rife amongst us. 
Medical supplies tvece the shortcet they hed been up to dute. ‘ve had 
practically no beatings inside the cump but the en incers woro bashing the 
ten all duy, The polish suffered ebout 40 deaths in the camp and they 
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evacuated 350 sick uen out of theixy £90, over the whole period, about 50 

or 60 of our men wore evacuated, ‘6 hed great Gitficrlty in getting nen 
evacuated; we would argue vith the yepancso for hours about it. At that 
stage, the men were weorin, ony old revs thoy couldggt; they had no proper 
clothes and no foowwear vhatcver. Betmiue of this, they contracted sone sort 
of foot-rot and J have actually seen men crawling, back into carp at night. 
yot the japanese would not allow then to stop work. 


on 20 July 1943 we wont back to Kinsiok for three days to finish 
the railway line, This wos rhat the boys callod "Three pays of Hell®*, 
They used to be made to work from daylight to dark to yet the railway line 
completed. Tue hours of work were vary lon, ond sick men were forced to 
work; they vere even driven out of hospital to work cn the railway lino. 
Lt thio camp we hed seven deeths frou dysentery and cholera; men collapsed 
/ on the job with cholera, Tuneke was still directly in charge of us, The 
guards themselves were all] Korecns, the rorst of the lot pein, nicknamed 
ethe pnd poatian® - pprvica. jnother .uerd who was in churge of the work 
parties was Takiyam, also mprimoto, He took part ina lov of the bashings 
and would generally pick on sick nen; he would po throujh the hospitals 
and chase out sick men to work. Ho would bosh the boys with his fists and 
with pieces of stick, from which they had biack eyes and bleeding noses and 
skin Imocked off their fuces, mecizal supplios were very, very limited. 
There were dozens and dozens of cholera cases, The coup had crown and now 
contained approxim.tely 1500 or 2000 men; when we came back it wes in on 
ebsolutely appalling condition; there was rud up to the knees. 


Ye left Kinsiok on 24h July 1943 by barge for Wuang Klai, 80 
kilometres further up river, “e romained thare until 8 pecenber 1943, 
There vere 1000 men in the carp, inoluding 120 ,ustraliens. In the early 
stages, the ren were sufferins;; very badly fraa malnutrition but later the 
food improved; we were ,iven u considerable number of cows and we had sone 
meat each day, Latterly, in this camp it was the best food we had in Thai- 
land, ft was the height of the <t season when we arrived there and during 
the first few weeks we wore saturated the whole tine, but later we built 
ourselves a reaconable cump; we had teats with bamboo flooring all the 
way between the tents so that we could ,o «ll over the camp without putting 
a foot on the ground. ‘je wore still enveged on reilwoy work but tho hours 
of work were not so long and the men did not york as hard as they had done 
before. we still had a lot of malaria ond the usual beri beri and mel- 
nutrition, The rnclishnen vere suffering very seriously from tropical ulcers 
end wen were losin, their legs. Sick men were bein, forced out to work - 
men with very large ulcers. ve vould get one day's rest with malaria if we 
were lucky, and unjess wen hud bori beri very badly they were sent out to 
work. six men were killed in ¢ landslide, ‘ve were made to work in a very 
danverous position. I could not et down to the place ryself but the 
Australion sergeant-rejor who was in churge of the working party repeatedly 
pointed out the danger of the job but the Japenese would not heed his warning, 
with the result that 17 of our men were actuajly cavght in the landslide 
and six kilied. The Japunese enginsors wore entirely to blane for this as 
the sergeant-rmajor pointed out how the job could be done without the 
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attendant danger, but no notice was taken of him. ‘Tanaka was still in 
charve of the camp, cno mun diod from mlaris and one fron pnewonia, 

' ppdical supplies were stilt incuffisisent, te did not reccivo any 
vitamins cf any sort and the ren still suffered from minutrition. fe 
had an issuo of rubber boots there end a sili quantity of Dutch clothes. 
Up to this timo a lot of mon had beon evacuated to the base hospitals on 
account of tropicul ulcers, cuolcra, dysentery and pnewwonic, “hon we 
went beck dovm the river we had 98 men left, 


u 


ae 


The railvay linc was joined in Thailand on 17 October bite 


svorn before ré at Taunceston ) 
in the stete of Tusmnia this ) (Signed) RON G. TILL, 
2hth day ef september 1946 ) 


(Signed) A.J, MAUGUN, J.P. 
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<RNKHR OLY 67 TORY Rn we RrRAKA 
CANATARRNWNB HYPO REC PAY 
WoT AT NNKK ARO M KC AannBmas ae 
WS KR RK SS om YR SSOQAN RRND’ 4 
Vo HSMN wen “RNGQI MC RAR HA 
S° URNS C1 CtBBnQv4 un annmne x 
MRP EL POPS ANE N nora AL 
NOtHNA HRA dH & OP 

SP CR ENERO Rn A aR ew DAR 
NSS CG CEN KM? Me Ry eT 
SKPAARASNHH EY IRM aH HE KO 
WANE GYRO ea Rn rere wR 
HR OSR mI MM NSM Re rAd HENS 
PNRM RO RHAONHKE] Geren wpa 
RECN So ME RANT Guim pte ria 
& oe 

PEAS RANT RNR CU OMEN NY gg 
Wo RnNte one eRPQBnwen oyna [+e N 
~RA ST RL VEARRS HDD CO nA 
SPFANRNROEVR I Brdo so MM c{[ eg 
MK RIPE HP AKA SAC MY ety ar wf 
MEP AME Kh ND De ORM RO BR 


CANN CPN RRA So NM CBee Ae 


mis 
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TRAHAN TESA MI FIM oe? RRL BPE 
RONRRENAr see Nn Bn wok SEH & 
PwNAXKREHIMKANKOBNS KNACK KAN A 
1 BPA SNARASEREP RAD? SHUI VvieRER- 
HE REUNSE<RHORA GAG AREI‘e° Boaye 
BINS So MNF ENR NORM E AIR MAROC S CPR 
Nb OPARRRBM+ MN OK< PRD we HF 
NN NRMBCEKRAFHKR AH BR ie NS MOIR 
K Mw RA ao KMRL Ree 
YPR+ | TN Bxp nds nBwnHrd> a? Cv k 
“~“K*NEK<RBEES Pn eRe ten yrsneey 
~SR° PMC RNe+ te SRP AMS NN KRB< S| 
“~[2unrnx? SPrARK CHK ee nn 
REAR CMR RARRE HW OH RHR NE 
NHR ANBRO AAPASMI RAMA BhHeHBRelrAaS 
So UC RAW NK RNR MR Ro 
Wee NHN CR ANA+ RRP SE RAARE 
SWS LOK RNR DA Ro RRM Ck END 
RMArFRRUS” HMMnopRron ll MAteane 
<NWMORX°MRENBAIRRWVOoKRATA 
RAK PSNR ES KBNMMra RMD A I 
me MR Oo RACKS PNR Ren k< + 
MEK SNb RA wo RNR KB pw we dy 
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